Epidemiology of rheumatoid arthritis: update.
We have highlighted advances and new developments in the epidemiology of rheumatoid arthritis in four major areas. Further research, as suggested by us and others (48) should focus on understanding the mechanisms which underlie the association of etiologic and protective factors with rheumatoid arthritis, and on identifying and modifying prognostic factors associated with long-term morbidity and mortality among patients with rheumatoid arthritis. Major increases in funding provided by the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases and the Arthritis Foundation will be needed to realize such efforts in the United States.